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1. The Pirst Munici Hospitel is located at Sarkanas Armijes Street, Nos 5. It
has & capaclty of from eight hundred to one thousand beds and 1s composed of
the following departments:

Two Surgical, two Medical, one Neurological, one Eye, one Nose and x.
Throat, one Dermatology snd Venereal Disease » one Urology, one Obstetrics :
and Gynecology and two Contegious Diseage,

No research was pursued at this hospita.i except minor activity in Pethology.
Plant and equipment were average by US standards. .

2, The Second Mounicipal Hospital, otherwise known as the University Hospital, is
located at FPilsonu Street, No. 15 and was compoged of the following clinies: ' ‘

Iwo Medical, one Neurological, one Obstetrics, one Gynecology emnd two
Surglcal,

Ite total bed capacity was about six hundred, but in an emergency, this could -
be increesed to eight-hundred. This was an exclusively vniversity hospitals

All heads of departments had to be professors of Medicine, The plant, egquipment,
and laboratories of this hospital were good by US gtanderds as of 194k,

3. It is interesting to note the relative rosition of these two hospltals to esch
- other geographically. The First Municipal Hogpitel is on the north bank of the
Daugave Hiver, and the Second Municipal Hospital, on the south bank, directly
facing it. The river, at this point;is about three-quarters of a mile wide and
traditionally the two hospitals have always been in direct contact with each
other via an underwater telephone cable.

Lo The Army Hospital .. had & capacity of four-hundred beds, tut only a few of its
buildings were up-to-date.’ Its plant and equipment were fair by US standards.
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5. The Fourth Municipal Hospital, also known as the Red Cross Hospital is located
on J Asara Street. It had a capacity of 250 beds and was exclusively devoted
to surgery. Its equipmenmt and plant were modern as of 1944 amd good by US
standards, '

é.. The former Jewish hospital, probably mow called the Sixth Mumicipal Hospital
is "ocated in Latgales Street. It had & capacity of 120 beds, was mostly
devoted to surgery amd was 2 relatively mew hospital, It was built in 1941,

7. Ihe former Germanm Hospitel is located in Miera Street. It had & capacity of

180 beds, was fairly good but definitely mot modern.

8. The Childrems Hospital, located om Jelgavas highuay on the south side of Riga,
was & modern three hundred bed hospital which offered complete pedlatric ser-
vices, Tts plant wms good by US standards, :

9 The Cancer Hospital is located om Barinu Street. It had & capacity of 120
beds and worked very closely with the University hospitel., Its plant and
equipment were fairly good by US standards, ‘

10. During the German eccupation of Latvia the administration of these hospitals
and their staffs remained umchanged. During the period June 1940 to Jume 1941,
howsver, when the Soviets had control of Latvia, many changes were made, 411
hospitals and medicine in general were placed under a Commissar for Health,
Hospital Worker's Committees were organized, with members chosea from among
hospital employees who were sympathetlc to, or at least not potentlally the
enenies of, Commmnism. Since most medical doctors inm Riga came from hated
bourgeols families, these committees mctually were dominated by the manual
workers of the hospitals plus a few fellow travelling physiclams, The result
was chaotlc, since the committees ram the hospitals and the power bekind the
cormittiees might be a janitor or gardensr who emjoyed particular favor with
the Communist Party, Roctors, regerdiess of their political
affiliations and beliefs, were permitted to stay on because of the critical
shortege of traimed medical men, but their activities were significantly
limited, Im the first place, their earnings wers limited to a maximum of
400 rubles per working day, slthough it was possible to olaim up to 800 rubles
if they could show that they were holding dowm two jobs at & time, Secomdly,
the dootor was givem mo cholce es to where he might work, Assignments were
ordered by the Commissar of Health and there was no appeal from his decisions,
Thirdly, doctor-patient relationships tecame seversly strainmed, Doctors
learned to fear their most Lumble patient because if dissstisfied with the
services recelved he might lodge charges of bourgeois practice against the
dectors and thus cause them endless strife,
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